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Abstract

The study discusses the neoliberal economic system and intricately examines
it as a complete system of power relations that has long been prepared since
the forties of the previous century during the rise of the United States as a
world power. The study claims that the neoliberal system controls people
through the idea of development as a tool of hegemony in the Gramscian
concept, by coercion and consent, and thus the neoliberal development
complex is realized. Aiming to sustain itself to ensure central capital
concentration as if in complete understanding of the Marxist representation of
society, the neoliberal system plays with the contradictions between the
infrastructure and superstructure to prevent the later from changing the status
quo of the first, or in other words, preventing the people from the possibility of
altering the existing power relations.

This research thus investigates ways in which the neoliberal development
complex impacts anti-systemic agency in Palestine through the study of two
active community groups; Nabd Youth Forum, and the Jalazone Men and
Women Collective in the city of Ramallah. The research formulates a concept
of a Development Complex as a hegemonic tool aimed at anti—systemic

agency to incapacitate and/or neutralize forces rallying against Neoliberalism,



and describes the spatial geography of this agency. Building on politically
engaged research and ethnography from below, the research disguises the
hegemonic tools used by the PA and the Israeli Occupation as proxies of the
neoliberal development complex against anti—-systemic groups in Palestine to
ensure the interests of capital accumulation. It argues the sustainability of
anti-systemic movements and their ability to challenge existing power relations

in their favor.
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Table 1: Summary of the main views of development

Development  Development alongside Development against capitalism  Rejection of
of capitalism capitalism development
Neo-liberalism Imterventionism Structuralism *Alternative’ ‘Post-
development’
I < e h (People-
o et . o*;er{ung e centred)
slhaency market development
Vision: Liberal capitalism (modern industrial society and  Modemn Allpeople and  ['development’
desirable liberal democracy) industrial groups realize  ismnot
‘developed’ society (but not  their potential  desirable]
state {plus achieving basic social/ capitalist)
environmental goals)
Theory of Internal Need to Change canbe  Struggle [not clear] [not clear]
social change  dynamic of Temove deliberately between classes
capitalism “barriers' to directed (and other
modernisation interests)
Role of Immanent To "amelicorate the disordered Comprehensive  Process of A “hoax” which
‘development’ process within  faults of [capitalist] progress’ planning/ individual and  strengthened
capitalism transformation  group US hegemony
of society empowerment
Agents of Individual Development agencies or Collective action  Individuals, Development
development  entrepreneurs  “trustees’ of development (states, (generally social agencies
NGOs, intermational through the movements
organisations) state)

(Thomas 2000, 780) 4:sailll (55 4] aile (2 oo 55 any
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