Struggles for Freedom

“Prisons, Repressions and Solidarities: Palestinian, Indigenous and 3rd World Resistance Movements in Palestine & USA”

The delegation of academics and activists in solidarity with the Palestinian people- Biographies.

Rabab Abdulhadi is Associate Professor of Ethnic Studies/Race and Resistance Studies and the Senior Scholar of the Arab and Muslim Ethnicities and Diasporas Studies, at the College of Ethnic Studies, San Francisco State University. She was the first director of the Center for Arab American Studies at the University of Michigan, Dearborn. 

She is a scholar/activist committed to justice-centered scholarship and pedagogy. She was elected as President of the Arab Student Union at University of Wisconsin at Madison and was involved in the founding and building of the U.S. Branch of the General Union of Palestine Students. She co-founded the Union of Palestinian Women’s Associations in North America (UPWA), and the Palestine Solidarity Committee (PSC). She was the first Arab or Muslim to be elected to the Board of the New York Civil Liberties Union (NY CLU). She served on the Board of the Brecht Forum; co-Chaired the Third World Coalition of the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), and has initiated and coordinated several national campaigns, including the 1985 collaborative educational speaking tour with the African National Congress (ANC), “Israel and South Africa: The Apartheid Connection?” in 26 U.S. cities; the Howard Beach Anti-Racist Campaign; and the 500 Years of Genocide/500 Years of Resistance in 1992. More recently she co-founded the California Scholars for Academic Freedom and the US Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel (USACBI). She is a co-founder of Feminists for Justice in/for Palestine and las co-led such campaigns in the Peace and Justice Studies Association (PJSA) and the National Women’s Studies Association (NWSA). She co-organized and led the first Indigenous and Women of Color Feminist Delegation to Palestine and has since led other delegations of academics, labor organizers and public intellectuals to Palestine. She co-organized the US-Canada Joint Struggle Delegation to the World Social Forum-Free Palestine in Brazil (2012), and has participated in academic, intellectual and public sites in the Global South and North, including World Social Forums in India, Brazil, Kenya, Senegal, Tunisia, Palestine and South Africa. In 2013, Abdulhadi participated in Pelican2Palestine, a Bay-Area-wide coalition to support hunger strikes in Palestine, Guantanamo and Pelican Bay, during which she co-organized an international teach-in, “From Pelican Bay and Guantanamo to Palestine: Prisons, Repression and Resistance” (https://www.facebook.com/events/497296990336461/). She has been actively involved in the struggle to defend and advance Ethnic Studies at San Francisco State University https://www.facebook.com/luis.sandoval.52090/videos/1118177544880191/.
Her publications include co-authoring Mobilizing Democracy: Changing US Policy in the Middle East, co-editing Arab and Arab American Feminisms: Gender, Violence and Belonging (winner of the 2012 National Arab American non-fiction Book Award); MIT Electronic Journal of Middle East Studies special issue on gender, nation and belonging. She is a Co-founder and Editorial Board member of the Islamophobia Studies Journal; member of the Board of Policy Advisors of the Palestinian Think Tank, Al-Shabaka; and the International Advisory Board of the World Congress of Middle East Studies (WOCMES) where she chairs its International Committee. Abdulhadi’s work has appeared in many academic publications and newspapers, journals and magazines in English, Arabic Spanish, Italian, German, French, and soon Farsi including American Quarterly; International Feminist Journal of Politics; Al-Shabaka; Jadaliyya, Gender and Society; Radical History Review; Peace Review; Journal of Women's History; Taiba: Women and Cultural Discourses; Cuadernos Metodologicos: Estudio de Casos; This Bridge We Call Home; New World Coming: The 1960s and the Shaping of Global Consciousness; Local Actions: Cultural Activism, Power and Public Life in America; Shifting Borders: American in the Middle East/North Africa; We Will Not Be Silenced; Migration and Development; With Stones in Our Hands: Reflections on Racism, Muslims and Empire; Righting Injustice: The Case for the Academic Boycott of Israel; The Guardian, Al-Fajr; Womanews; Palestine Focus; Voice of Palestinian Women; and several Arabic language publications, such as Falasteen Al-Thahwra; Al-Hadaf; and Al-Hurriyah. She is currently finishing her book, “Revising (Feminist) Narratives: Gender, Nation and Resistance in Palestine”; and working on three collaborative projects: “Living Archives: Third World, Indigenous and Anti-Racist Queer and Feminist Transnational Solidarities”; “Palestine: Solidarity and Resistance”; and A special issue of the Islamophobia Studies Journal on Gender, Sexuality and Racism.” 

Abdulhadi taught at eight transnational sites of higher education including Yale University; CUNY-Hunter College; the American University in Cairo (AUC); New York University; Birzeit University; and Westchester Community College. She received her BA (Summa Cum Laude) in Special Honors Curriculum, Sociology and Women’s Studies from Hunter College in New York and her MA, MPhil and PhD from Yale University. She is the recipient of multiple honors and awards. She was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and awarded the Sterling Fellowship, the most prestigious and competitive fellowship awarded to only 6 incoming graduate students out of 6000; the Prize Teaching Fellowship, the first time to be awarded to a sociology graduate students in 299 years; the New Century Scholarship, the most exclusive Fulbright award; and the Teaching Excellence Award from the American University in Cairo. 

Diana Block has been a social justice and feminist activist since the early 1970’s.  She was a founder of San Francisco Women Against Rape in 1973 and the anti-imperialist group Prairie Fire Organizing Committee in 1975.  As part of Prairie Fire she worked in solidarity with Cuba, Palestine and Zimbabwe and had the honor of participating in the Venceremos Brigade to Cuba in 1977and Zimbabwe’s independence day activities in 1980.  She went underground in the early 1980’s as part of a collective acting in solidarity with the Puerto Rican independence and Black Liberation movements.  She spent 13 years underground raising two children with her life partner Claude Marks. Their daughter, born in 1991, was named Leila in solidarity with Palestinian freedom fighter Leila Khaled.  After Diana and the collective returned to public life in 1994, she became active in anti-prison struggles through the California Coalition for Women Prisoners (CCWP) and the Jericho Movement for U.S. political prisoners.  She worked on successful campaigns to free 11 Puerto Rican political prisoners (released in 1999), the San Francisco 8 (charges dropped in 2008) and the Cuban 5 (released December 2014). Currently she continues as an active member of CCWP and is the chair of its Advisory Board and also represents CCWP in the California statewide anti-prison coalition, CURB.  In 2013 when a prisoner hunger strike against solitary confinement was initiated by prisoners in Pelican Bay prison, Diana was part of a group of activists – Pelican2Palestine – that began to build interconnections and solidarity between U.S. and Palestinian prisoners.
Diana is the author of a memoir Arm the Spirit – A Woman’s Journey Underground and Back (AK Press, 2009) about her political history and her experience living underground.  In September 2015 she published a novel, Clandestine Occupations – An Imaginary History (PM Press) that addresses complicated questions of political engagement among women through a fictional narrative.  Diana has written for the National Women’s Studies Association journal, Counterpunch and MR Zine and is a member of the editorial collective of The Fire Inside newsletter published by the California Coalition for Women Prisoners since 1996.
Susan Chen is a first generation Chinese American, born in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania.   As a Clinical Counselor-Faculty in the Counseling & Psychological Services Center at San Francisco State University, she works with students, faculty and staff to enhance their mental health and well-being.  On the campus level, Susan is a member of the executive board of the California Faculty Association (CFA) as the Affirmative Action representative.  The CFA is currently organizing a systemwide faculty strike for needed salary increases, involving 23 California State University campuses and 26,000 faculty members.  She is also the co-chair of the statewide CFA's Asian & Pacific Islander Caucus.  She advocates for workers rights, equity issues and better working conditions for faculty.  Prior to this, Susan worked in community mental health as a Clinical Social Worker providing intensive support to people with severe mental illness in low income communities.  Susan studied Clinical Psychology, Public Health, and Nutrition.

Susan went to Cuba in 1993 and 1995 with Lucius Walker and the Pastors for Peace Friendshipment Caravan to challenge the US embargo and travel ban against Cuba.  Susan lived in Havana for almost 6 months and worked for many years with Cuba solidarity groups.  She also worked with Havana's el Barrio Chino in their efforts to revitalize Chinese culture in Cuba and organized a North American delegation to attend the 150th anniversary of the Chinese presence in Cuba.  Prior to this, Susan advocated for LGBTQ rights and was on the National Steering Committee of the 1993 March on Washington for Lesbian, Gay and Bi Equal Rights and Liberation, which drew almost 1 million people.  In 2007, she traveled for several months in Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey where she cultivated many friendships.   

Dennis Childs is Associate Professor of Literature and an affiliate faculty member of the Department of Ethnic Studies and Critical Gender Studies at the University of California, San Diego (UCSD). He serves as Director of UCSD's African American Studies Minor (AASM), and faculty advisor for Students Against Mass Incarceration (SAMI UCSD)--a student organized prison abolitionist organization. He is also the author of a recently published book entitled, Slaves of the State: Black Incarceration from the Chain Gang to the Penitentiary (University of Minnesota Press, 2015), a work that deals with the connections between chattel slavery as experienced by Africans in the U.S., and racial imprisonment from the late nineteenth century through the prison industrial complex. As a scholar-activist, he has worked with various prison abolitionist and social justice organizations including Critical Resistance, the Malcolm X Grassroots Movement, All of Us or None, and the Chicano Mexicano Prison Project (CMPP). Dr. Childs has received research fellowships through numerous sources including the University of California President’s Postdoctoral Program, and the Ford Foundation. Most recently he was Scholar-in-Residence at the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture in Harlem, New York, and a recipient of a postdoctoral fellowship in African American Literature at Rutgers University, New Brunswick.

Susie Day was born in Springfield Missouri; grew up a series of small towns, then spent the better part of her (lower-middle-class) youth in Kansas City, MO. Educational background in theater; became politically conscious during '70s; involved in anti-rape, gay pride, anti-imperialist activism. Performed/directed political theater, including women's literature productions, one-person performances, worked with Bread and Puppet Theater. Began writing political satire in mid-80s. In 1988, started writing about U.S. political prisoners, specifically the Resistance Conspiracy case, involving six white anti-imperialists charged with bombing government sites in protest of police brutality and U.S. foreign policy. Also became paralegal for Resistance Conspiracy case. Has also written on labor; interviewed political activists and intellectuals including Marilyn Buck, Alan Berkman, Eddie Conway, Paul Coates, Alisa Solomon, Alison Bechdel, and Lynne Stewart. In 1985, traveled to Nicaragua for ten-day tour; in 2011 Cuba for a week, Havana Film Festival.

In 2014 published collection of satire and political writings with Abingdon Square Publishing. Has worked as writer, editor, copyeditor with such political/community organizations as Chinese Staff and Workers Association, AFSC, Certain Days Calendar, New York Clemency Campaign for political prisoners (2009-2010). Articles, reviews have appeared in such publications as Z Magazine, Monthly Review, Sojourner, Truthout, The Advocate, MRzine, Adbusters, Counterpunch. Has worked for Monthly Review for over six years as magazine editor, circulations manager, now book publicist. Currently contributing editor for New York City's Gay City News; regularly visits prisoners David Gilbert, Herman Bell, Judy Clark; participates in NYC monthly vigils organized by No Separate Justice to bring to light cases of people egregiously charged, prosecuted, and sentenced, due to Islamophobia and the "war on terror."

Emory Douglas worked as the Minister of Culture for the Black Panther Party from 1967
until the Party disbanded in the 1980s. As the art director, designer, and main illustrator for The Black Panther newspaper, Douglas created images that became icons, representing Black struggles during the 1960s and 1970s. In 2006, Black Panther: The Revolutionary Art of Emory Douglas, a comprehensive monograph of  his work was published. After the book's publication, Emory Douglas had retrospective exhibitions at the Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles (2007–08) and the New Museum in New York. Since the re-introduction of his early work to new audiences, Emory Douglas continues to make new work, exhibit and interact with audiences in formal and informal settings all over the world. His international exhibitions and visits include Urbis, Manchester England (2008); Auckland, New Zealand, Collaboration with Richard Bell in Brisbane, Australia (2011); Chiapas, Mexico; Lisbon, Portugal (2011).

Douglas was also active in the San Francisco 8 Defense Committee and produced striking graphics as part of the successful campaign to drop all charges against these eight former Black Panthers. He continues his work as a well renowned artist, educator and activist in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Johanna Fernández is a former Fulbright Scholar to Jordan in the Middle East and Assistant Professor of History at Baruch College of the City University of New York. Fernández is an activist scholar known for her work in the movement to Free Mumia Abu-Jamal. She is editor of Writing on the Wall: Selected Prison Writings of Mumia Abu-Jamal. With Mumia Abu-Jamal she is co-editor of a special issue of the journal Socialism and Democracy, titled The Roots of Mass Incarceration in the US: Locking Up Black Dissidents and Punishing the Poor.  She is the writer and producer of the film, Justice on Trial: the Case of Mumia Abu-Jamal. 

She has written numerous articles on the activism, politics and gender dynamics of the Young Lords, the Puerto Rican counterpart to the Black Panther Party, that have been published in field-defining, history anthologies of the sixties movements. Her Young Lords article in Freedom North: Black Freedom Struggles Outside of South and her article on Denise Oliver and the women of the Young Lords in Want to Start a Revolution: Radical Women in the Black Freedom Struggle are cited as ground breaking texts that have changed the way historians understand the civil rights and black power era.

Her forthcoming book, When the World Was Their Stage: A History of the Young Lords Party, 1969–1976, will be published by Princeton University Press in 2016. Professor Fernández developed the exhibition project ¡Presente! The Young Lords in New York, alongside of Art Historian Yasmin Ramirez. The project opened at the Bronx Museum, El Museo del Barrio and Loisada Center in the summer and fall of 2015 and was reviewed by the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal and NPR. 

She gives interviews often and has appeared in a diverse range of print, radio, online and televised media including Democracy Now! with Amy Goodman, the Fox News shows Hannity and Megyn Kelley, the Spanish language HITN-TV and Telemundo 47, NPR, Al Jazeera and The New York Times.
Johanna Fernández received her Ph.D. in United States History at Columbia University under the direction of the late Manning Marable.

Diane Fujino is professor of Asian American Studies and director of the Center for Black Studies Research at UCSB.  As a leading scholar on Asian American social movements, her teaching and research also focus on Afro-Asian solidarities, Third World decoloniality, Japanese American radicalism, and critical studies of race and empire.  She is author of Heartbeat of Struggle: The Revolutionary Life of Yuri Kochiyama (University of Minnesota Press, 2005), Samurai Among Panthers: Richard Aoki on Race, Resistance, and a Paradoxical Life (University of Minnesota Press, 2012), and editor of Wicked Theory, Naked Practice: A Fred Ho Reader (University of Minnesota Press, 2009).  She has also written numerous articles for scholarly and popular publications, including on Asian American Studies and Palestine solidarity in a special section on Palestine in American Quarterly (forthcoming December 2015).  She is a long-time supporter of political prisoners and an activist-organizer on public education, Asian American, anti-war, and prison struggles. 

Alborz Ghandehari is a scholar-activist based in California. He is currently the Anti-Oppression Committee Coordinator for UAW 2865, the labor union representing 14,000 teaching assistants, tutors and other student-workers across nine campuses of the University of California. He also currently serves on UAW 2865's Executive Board. Alborz was a core organizer in the union's BDS campaign which began in July 2014 when rank-and-file members were successful in getting the union's elected leadership, known as the Joint Council, to publish an open letter condemning the devastating attacks on Gaza that year and expressing solidarity to Palestinian workers and broader society facing colonization. For 4 months, members on each campus organized forums and debates around whether the Local should endorse BDS. On December 4, 2014, voting members voted by a landslide to call on UAW 2865 and the University of California to divest from companies profiting off of the Israeli occupation and 53% pledged to observe the academic boycott. UAW 2865 thus became the first major labor union to commit to BDS. While the vote has since been nullified by the International Executive Board of the UAW, Local 2865 has appealed this decision to an appellate authority and is awaiting a ruling. 

Alborz has also been active with a number of other organizations including UCSD Students Against Mass Incarceration, the San Diego No More Prisons Coalition, and Colectivo Zapatista whose work is focused on organizing communities in the San Diego area with a commitment to Zapatista principles. As part of Students Against Mass Incarceration, he helped lead a successful divestment resolution that was passed by the UCSD Student Association joining other UC campuses in calling upon the the University of California to divest from the prison-industrial complex. The resolution targeted both the public and private prison systems which have used prisons as a solution for the lack of social resources in communities of color and poor communities such as education, employment, and mental and physical healthcare. He has also organized around migrant, workers', and LGBTQ justice. As a student and educator, he has campaigned with UC service workers and other unions and is also involved in the movement against the privatization of education. 

Alborz is a PhD Candidate at UC San Diego in Ethnic Studies and his work is centered around contemporary grassroots social justice movements in the Middle East, with a focus on Iran.

Anna Henry’s background in human rights social justice work and internationalism frames her values and the way that she engages with the world. She is involved in prisoner support through the California Coalition for Women Prisoners (CCWP) in San Francisco, California. There, she co-coordinates correspondence between volunteers and incarcerated people, providing support and training for volunteers to respond to prisoners’ requests for legal, health, and educational resources. She is also a member of the Human Rights Pen Pal program which matches supporters on the outside with people living in solitary confinement. Prior to this, Anna co-taught an African History college level course at a men’s prison in California.  She has also developed primary and secondary school curriculum about gender, the environment, and resistance in the African Diaspora while previously working for the Museum of the African Diaspora. Anna recently traveled to South Africa where she volunteered with SDCEA, a grassroots environmental justice organization that challenges the legacy of Apartheid’s environmentally racist policies and demands health for its community. Anna became involved in linking international struggles at home and abroad as a graduate student at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, where she studied African studies and organized around police-violence and pre-trial support for community members with the organization Champaign-Urbana Citizens for Peace and Justice.

Rachel Herzing lives and works in Oakland, CA, where she fights state and interpersonal violence. She is a co-founder of Critical Resistance, a national grassroots organization dedicated to abolishing the prison industrial complex. She is the Co-Director of StoryTelling & Organizing Project, a community resource sharing stories of interventions to interpersonal harm that do not rely on policing, imprisonment or traditional social services. She has been a grant maker, a health educator, and a researcher and organizer working on community-based interventions to violence. Herzing, whose writing has been featured in anthologies, academic journals, and magazines, is a frequent speaker and resource to advocates nationally and internationally on issues related to the prison industrial complex, community responses to interpersonal harm, and the impact of policing on communities of color.

Henry “Hank” Jones: I have been an activist since the 1955, motivated by the story and pictures of the racist, savage torture and murder in Money, Mississippi, of fourteen year old Emmett Louis Till.  Emmett was a black child from the city of Chicago, who was there visiting his relatives.  I became a community organizer in 1963, working with the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) in San Francisco.  I joined the Black Panther Party for Self Defense in 1968 as the Counter Intelligence Program (COINTELPRO) actions intensified against it, and beginning in 2003 I was one of eight former panthers known as the San Francisco 8 (SF8), targeted by a joint terrorist taskforce, under the direction of the Department of Homeland Security, for investigation and prosecution of an unsolved killing of a police officer in 1971.  After thirty days in jail for resisting a grand jury investigation in 2005 and seven months in county jail due to a criminal complaint in 2007 and after 36 years all charges were dismissed against him in 2009.  I have been incarcerated four times in my life, each time for political reasons.  I continue to do social justice, political prisoner and human rights work.

Manuel La Fontaine: I am a native of the San Francisco Bay Area who has been politically involved since my release from prison in 2003. While involved with Project Rebound (an organization at San Francisco State University that assists formerly-imprisoned people seeking education), I engaged in activism alongside the General Union of Palestine Students, better known as GUPS. It was a transformative experience, as I became more aware of the struggles facing the people in Palestine, as well as domestically, including facing fierce resistance from the school administration for our efforts to place the Palestinian Mural honoring Edward Said on a school wall.

Since 2008, I have been organizing with All Of Us Or None (AOUON), a grassroots organization comprised of formerly-imprisoned people and our families, fighting for the restoration of our civil and human rights. Some of the organizing has included supporting communities in Oakland, California to put an end to the implementation of "gang injunctions", or civil restraining orders (which lack due process) placed on people who the city wants to remove for gentrification (ethnic cleansing) purposes.  In addition, in coalition with organizations and family members, AOUON provided support to prisoner efforts to reform the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation's use of solitary confinement.  More recently, I have been engaged in the efforts of former U.S. political prisoners supporting the conditions and release of political prisoners in the U.S, including some who have been held as captives for over 40 years.  I look forward to meeting comrades who are also committed to putting an end to the terrorism in our respective communities, while building the world we want to live in.


Claude Marks is the Project Director of The Freedom Archives, a radical political, cultural oral history project in San Francisco. Under his direction, The Freedom Archives has developed an extensive educational and youth training curriculum. As a producer, he and the Freedom Archives have released numerous documentary CDs and videos combining restored historical media and contemporary interviews. The most recent feature videos – Cointelpro 101 and Legacy of Torture, have been shown internationally and nationally. Other recent videos focus on political prisoners Jalil Muntaqim, David Gilbert and Nuh Washington and a recent CD, Prisons on Fire, focuses on George Jackson and the Attica Rebellion. The Freedom Archives also produced a video about Charisse Shumate which explores issues faced by women in prison.
Currently in production is another video – Symbols of Resistance which explains the history of Chican@ resistance and US government repression against a movement challenging the legitimacy of US colonialism against Mexican people.

Claude remains a prison activist, helped found the movement to free the SF8, and uses writing, media and social media to educate, advocate for prison abolition and the freeing of all political prisoners. He was imprisoned in the US for his support of the Puerto Rican independence movement and his commitment to anti-imperialism.

Nathaniel Moore is an experienced educator and trained archivist. He holds a BA with Honors in History and African/African-American Studies from The Ohio State University and a MA/MSLIS in African Studies and Library and Information Science from the University of Illinois. He currently lives in the Bay Area of California.  

As the archivist at the Freedom Archives, Nathaniel works to organize, preserve and re-purpose over 10,000 hours of audio and video as well as thousands of paper documents documenting progressive history of the Bay Area, the United States, and international social movements. The role of the Freedom Archives is to provide people with the tools to document, preserve and understand their own roots of resistance; and serve as a community resource fusing social justice politics and culture with education through audio and video documentaries, books and online resources. His experience includes managing the archive’s materials; maintaining the online presence including the digital search engine and social media; creating, collaborating and promoting educational projects and outreach using archival materials and supervising the training and internship program. 

In addition to the Freedom Archives, Nathaniel has been doing political work at San Quentin State Prison since 2011. San Quentin is the only of California’s state prisons that offers programming in which imprisoned men and outside volunteers work collaboratively to maintain over fifty groups with varied focuses and organizational missions. For the past two years, he has served as the co-leader of the Alliance for CHANGE education department. Alliance for CHANGE is the only social justice oriented program inside of San Quentin and focuses on creating community leaders by engaging different models of justice, re-defining our understanding of historical and institutional legacies of violence and criminal behavior; and collaborating with communities inside and outside of San Quentin to envision and build a more just society. The education co-leader works in conjunction with an inside co-leader to administer a sixteen week social justice course, curriculum development, teacher training and educational outreach.  

Previous to his work in Alliance, Nathaniel worked with the college program at San Quentin, the only on-site, degree-granting higher education program inside California’s prisons, as a program administrator and also as an instructor of an African History course. An article detailing his experience entitled The Transformative Power of Sankofa: Teaching African History Inside San Quentin State Prison, was published in the summer 2015 issue of New Directions for Community Colleges. It reflects on his experience teaching ethnic studies inside a unique California prison and calls for college-in-prison educators to engage culturally appropriate curricula to realize the full transformative potential of the prison classroom. 

Nathaniel Moore is a Pan-Africanist and has traveled to the African continent on three occasions, the most recent being in the spring of 2015 when he worked with the Right2Know campaign in Durban, South Africa. Right2Know is a national umbrella organization that contains hundreds of smaller, grassroots organizations coalescing around a number of key issues including media freedom, increasing access to public and private information, curtailing state secrecy and community empowerment. Nathaniel is proficient in the Zulu language and has participated in home stays and language and cultural immersion programs while in South Africa.   

Isaac Ontiveros has worked on campaigns and projects aimed at resisting the violence of policing, imprisonment, and militarism in the United States for the past decade. He has been a member of the abolitionist organization Critical Resistance since 2007, and was communications director of that organization from 2010-2014. He has contributed to campaigns against prison and jail expansion in California, and worked to win a cap on the number of people locked in the notorious Orleans Parish Prison in New Orleans, Louisiana. Isaac has supported organizing to end employment discrimination against formerly imprisoned people, and has worked with communities locally, nationally, and internationally to develop strategies that confront interpersonal violence without relying on police or other oppressive state agencies. Isaac helped found and build the Stop the Injunctions Coalition in Oakland, CA—which went on to win a victory against the use of racist “anti-gang” police policies. He also helped to found and build the Prisoner Hunger Strike Solidarity Coalition—where he worked as a spokesperson for the Short Corridor Collective (in Pelican Bay State Prison's Security Housing Unit), who led thousands of prisoners in a majority of California prisons in three hunger strikes protesting the torture of solitary confinement. Isaac worked with the Pelican to Palestine initiative (drawing links between prisoner organizing in Palestine and the US), and currently works on the Stop Urban Shield coalition's strategy team (seeking to end local law enforcement military exercises and arms expo funded by the Department of Homeland Security). Isaac has contributed to the Abolitionist newspaper (distributed to roughly 5000 subscribers in prisons across the US) n as a writer and editor. He had written for many other publications and has spoken publicly at many events, conferences, rallies, and other gatherings inside and outside the US. Isaac has worked as a videographer and editor on many video projects including the Freedom Archives documentaries, Attica is All of Us, Legacy of Torture, and COINTELPRO 101. Isaac has worked to develop political and community education curriculum and has trained many community members to increase their public speaking and media skills. Isaac is currently employed as a research analyst at UNITE HERE, a labor union representing approximately 270,000 workers in the hospitality industry. 

Michael Ritter has been a Counselor Faculty member at San Francisco State University since the mid 1980s, teaching counseling and developing wellness and prevention programming. During that time he has been actively involved in faculty rights, labor, and shared governance along with a primary focus on wellness and prevention, particularly in the area of alcohol and other drugs, HIV/AIDS, violence prevention and mental health. He has been involved in the anti-war and peace movement since registering as a conscientious objector to the war in Vietnam.

As a member of the Academic Senate, Michael recently co-authored with two colleagues a resolution on the protection of academic freedom in direct response to the targeting of activist faculty by powerful outside groups. A longtime union activist, Michael is active in the California Faculty Association, the faculty union, both at the campus and statewide level. His interests in wellness and labor intersect at the area of economic justice as a foundation for social justice and health equity. This has led to 30-years of activism in HIV/AIDS and presentations at 3 International AIDS Conference where he brought along student activists as co-presenters. 
Jaime Veve is a long-time political activist and (retired) trade union organizer. As an activist in the civil rights movement in New York City, Puerto Rican independence movement and anti-US war against Vietnam, he refused to be inducted into the US army when he was subject to the involuntary draft in 1971. As a high-school organizer for the Young Lords Party, a Puerto Rican grassroots organization that modeled itself after the Black Panther Party during the late 1960’s, Jaime built support for community control of schools in Ocean-Hill Brownsville. This crucial battle in a Black district of Brooklyn, New York, was a watershed event in defining the relationship between the Black and Brown community parents and students, on one hand, and the mostly white members of the NYC Board of Education along with the teachers union and their broad-based support, on the other.  Veve has discussed how this struggle that changed New York City in writing and public events including as a keynote speaker at the 40th anniversary of the 1968 Student Strike at San Francisco State University, sharing the platform with Yuri Kochiyama, the long-time comrade and friend of Malcolm X. He also discussed this struggle in the 2006 Queens University conference on the 1960’s and its radical legacy, where he was an opening plenary Keynote speaker. His presentation, “Tear it Down”, among his numerous writings, is published in the anthology, New World Coming: The 1960’s and the Shaping of World Consciousness (between the lines 2009).  
As a youth organizer, Veve has actively participated in supporting the Attica Prison Uprising, the Free Angela Davis Campaign and the Committee against Repression to defend the Puerto Rico Hartford 15. 
AS a 35 year veteran of the U.S. labor arena, Jaime has been an activists, organizer, and educator, on broad issues involving anti-discrimination battles, anti-apartheid, immigrant rights, labor support for Palestine, and support for Puerto Rican independence, and in promoting the fundamental concepts of democratic rank and file leadership development in unions such as the Service Employees International Union (SEIU), Unite/Here Restaurant/hotel Workers Union, and the Transport Workers Union-local 100 in NYC.

In 2005, Jaime (along with civil rights leader Jack O’Dell and Professor Rabab Abdulhadi) served as a Mentor at the Kopkind Summer Camp in Vermont. This annual educational retreat is named after the late radical editor of The Nation magazine, Andrew Kopkind. The focus of his presentation to young activists was the history of radical U.S. labor history and lessons learned from the 1985 NYC hotel workers strike. Veve was the central strike organizer, leading mass roving picket lines of the mostly immigrant workers from Latin America and the Caribbean in the streets of mid-town Manhattan. Bringing pots and pans, and waving torches, in a transnational reproduction of experiences of protest movements in Latin America, these persistent, vibrant and loud street actions utilizing tactics (frowned upon by the conventional leadership of U.S. labor at the time), the strike concluded in forcing the Hotel owners and multi-national corporations to agree to the demands of the workers.

As a founder of the New Directions reform movement “Hell on Wheels”, Jaime led Transit Workers across the Brooklyn Bridge in 1992 and coordinated militant actions in defiance to work-rule concessions demanded by the Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA). Veve has organized and educated around the premise that these unconventional tactics in labor organizing and protests are a necessary ingredient in revitalizing the fundamental role of workers and unions in the mass struggle for democratic rights and social transformation.

Upon the conclusion of his first visit to Palestine during the first Intifada, Veve co-founded the Palestine Labor Action Network (PLAN) and was elected as its Co-Chair. This work in educating U.S. labor of the plight of Palestinian workers made him a subject of direct Zionist threats and attacks including those of the pro-Israel Jewish Labor Committee of the American Federation of Labor (AFL-CIO).

Jaime has travelled widely throughout the Third World as well as the global north, meeting and collaborating with trade unionists, anti-colonial activists, educators and policy makers in South Africa, Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, France, Spain, Italy, England, Brazil, Senegal, Cuba, Jordan, Dominican Republic Tunisia, and Palestine. He has participated and spoken at the World Social Forum in Brazil (2005; 2012), Senegal (2011), Tunisia (2013), and the U.S. Social Forum held in Detroit, Michigan (2010). In 2012, he was a co-organizer of the US-Canada Joint Struggle Delegation to the World Social Forum-Free Palestine in Brazil. He also participated and spoke on U.S. workers struggles at the International Debt Conference held in Havana, Cuba (1985).

Jaime is Co-Convener (with Clarence Thomas and Michael Letwin) of Labor for Palestine. More recently he has advised the leadership of the UAW Local 2865, (13,000) Graduate Student Union of the University of California as the planned and successfully voted in favor of BDS in December 2014. 
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